results in context. Ultimately this kind of analysis may suggest that interventions to reduce HIV transmission will fail if they overlook the mitigation of broad social and structural problems.
The trading of sex plays a central role in the HIV pandemic and we should examine it with the utmost rigour as well as sensitivity. 'Sex trade' is one of those concepts that seem clear only until the moment we try to define it. The apparently dispassionate 'sex trade' nomenclature is in fact extremely difficult to operationalize. Weber et al. define sex trade as 'exchange of money, drugs, goods, clothing, shelter, or protection for sex within the one year prior to enrolment'. Although this broad definition of sex trade may be appropriate to get an initial impression of the proportion of people in a sample who engage in these behaviours, a finer distinction is needed if we want to gain any deep understanding of this experience and its connections to other observable variables. A number of dimensions need to be considered, for example:
Intentionality
Are both parties engaging in sexual activity with the understanding that a certain type of payment is involved? If there is no intentionality, can it be considered exchange? For example, if one man offers drugs to another one, and they both know that after they get 'high' they will have sex, is this an exchange of sex for drugs?
Type of good exchanged
Is there a difference between exchanging money for sex-even different amounts of money for different types of sexual actsversus exchanging other goods e.g.-a place to spend the night -for sex? Is it sex trade if a sexual 'favour' is followed or preceded by some kind of present?
Frequency
Is the exchange of sex for goods a daily occurrence or only a sporadic event?
Number of partners
Is the individual exchanging sex for goods with many different partners, or is it always with the same partner?
History Choice
Is the respondent engaging in the exchange of money for goods as a last resort for survival or is he/she freely choosing this activity from many other possibilities?
Cultural milieu
Is the transaction sanctioned as acceptable in the specific cultural environment, or is it stigmatized?
Depending on the answers we give to these questions, sexual transactions may receive a variety of labels ranging from prostitution to marriage. Furthermore, some or all of these variables may interact with each other, altering the meaning of the exchange. For example, a young hustler may be exploited but may also exploit an older, wealthier patron. The dynamics of power in the exchange of sex and goods may hinge on many subtle elements, with emotions and personal needs playing an important role. Above all, there is need to understand the sexuality of young men who have sex with men in all its multifaceted complexity in order to lay the foundation on which to build programmes to promote healthy sexuality, free from disease, stigma, and violence.
